Study Guide
Israeli Language
and Culture

Let’s learn about Israel!

Did you know that cell phones were invented in Israel? What about the fact that Israel has 11 basic laws instead of a
constitution? Were you aware that Israel provides free critical heart surgery to children in developing countries through
it’s “Save a Child’s Heart” organization?

There are so many cool things about Israel that people are not aware of. Many people hear the word “Israel” and
immediately think “Arab-Israeli Conflict,” “current events,” or “war.” But Israel is so much more than a country with
political concerns; Israel has a personality of its own. It has foods, music, science, and art unique to the country.

Israel becomes a country

In July of 1922, Great Britain was given control of Palestine in order to form a Jewish national home. Thousands of Jews
immigrated there between 1920 and 1930. These immigrants laid the foundation for the community, providing labor,
schooling, and other necessities. At the beginning of the 1930’s a large influx of Jewish immigrants came to Palestine
from Germany because of the onset of World War 11. At the end of World War 1, on May 14th 1948, Israel declared its
independence and became a United Nations recognized country.

Language of Israel

Heb_rew is a Semitic Iang_uage of the Afro-Asiatic Ianguage_ u n T 1 n 7 ; : N

family. Modern Hebrew is spoken by more than seven million

people in Israel and Classical Hebrew is used for prayer or study Teit Cheit Zayin Vav He  Dalet Gimel Beit Aleph
in Jewish communities around the world. It is one of the official

languages of Israel, along with Arabic. Hebrew is also spoken as c 1 : n ?: 1 : ﬂ
a mother tongue by the Samaritans, though today fewer than a
thousand Samaritans remain. As a foreign language it is studied
mostly by students of Judaism and Israel, archaeologists and n w ﬁ 7 ? 3 n 5 y
linguists specializing in the Middle East and its civilizations and

by theologians. Tav Shin  Reish Qof Tzadi Tzadi Peh  Peh  Ayin

Samekh Nun Nun Mem  Mem Lamed Ehaf Khaf Yod

The Hebrew alphabet consists of 22 letters and is written from The Hebrew Alphabet
right to left. Five of these letters have a different form when

appearing as the last letter in a word. Keep in mind that the Hebrew language is written and read from right to left, so the
first letter of the alphabet is Alef and the last is Tav.

The Geography

Israel is divided into four physiographic regions: the Mediterranean coastal plain, the Central Hills, the Jordan Rift
Valley and the Negev Desert

Mediterranean Coastal Plain

The Coastal Plain stretches from the Lebanese border in the north to Gaza in the south. It is about 25 miles wide at Gaza
and narrows toward the north to about 3 miles at the Lebanese border. The region is fertile and humid is known for

its citrus orchards. The plain is traversed by several short streams, two of which have prominent water flows.

The Central Hills
Inland, east of the coastal plain, lies the central highland region. In the north of this region lie the mountains and hills
of Upper Galilee and Lower Galilee which range in height from 1,640 ft to 3,963 ft. South of the Galilee, in the West
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Bank, are the Samarian Hills with numerous small, fertile valleys rarely reaching the height T wom
of 2,625 ft. South of Jerusalem, also mainly within the West Bank, are the largely
barren Judean Hills, including Mount Hebron.
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East of the central highlands lies the Jordan Rift Valley. In Israel the Rift Valley is dominated et ¢ ]
by the Jordan River, the Sea of Galilee, also known as Lake Tiberias, and the Dead Sea. T o T
The Jordan, Israel’s largest river, originates in the Dan, Baniyas, and Hasbani rivers Mﬂ%ﬁ
near Mount Hermon in the Anti-Lebanon Mountains and flows south through the m”““ ?
drained Hula Basin into the freshwater Lake Tiberias. Lake Tiberias serves as the principal s/ ; {
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reservoir of the National Water Carrier (also known as the Kinneret-Negev Conduit). The ez =
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Jordan River continues its course from the southern end of Lake Tiberias (forming the Dimona
boundary between the West Bank and Jordan) to the incredibly salty Dead Sea.

NEGEV JORDAN
Negev Desert

The Negev Desert comprises approximately 4,633 sq mi, more than half of Israel’s total land
area. Unigue to the Negev region are the craterlike makhteshim cirques; Makhtesh EGYPT
Ramon, Makhtesh Gadol and Makhtesh Katan. The Negev is also sub-divided into five

different ecological regions: northern, western and central Negev, the high plateau and the
Arabah Valley. The Northern and Western Negev are the most hospitable, averaging eleven %
inches of rain a year.

Map of Israel from the CIA’s
World Factbook entry on
Israel

The Kibbutz

Kibbutz is a cooperative village or community in Israel, where all property is collectively owned and work is organized
on a collective basis. Members contribute by working according to their capacity and in return receive food, clothing,
housing, medical services, and other domestic services. Dining rooms, kitchens and stores are central, and schools and
children’s dormitories are communal. Each village is governed by an elected assembly and by a vote of the membership.
A kibbutz may support itself through agricultural, entrepreneurial or industrial means.

The first kibbutz was founded on the bank of the Jordan River in 1909. This type of community was necessary to the
early Jewish immigrants to Palestine. By living and working collectively, they were able to build homes and begin to
irrigate and farm the barren desert land. Each person could contribute individual abilities to the growth of the
community. Many kibbutzim were established along Israel’s frontiers after independence in 1948, and they were
essential in defending the new nation.

Additional Resources

The Jewish Children’s Learning Network

www.akhlah.com

Jewish Community Relations Council Flag of Israel
www.jcrcboston.org/focus/support/resources/links-learn-more-about.html

Israel for Kids
www.israelemb.org/kids/index.html

Virtual dig with the Israel Museum, Jerusalem
2002.imj.org.il/arc-tel

Learn Hebrew
www.learn-hebrew.co.il

Learn more about Arts Midwest World Fest online at http://www.artsmidwestworldfest.org



